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Environmental lawsuits backed by BIG bucks

A while back a letter on the fishing industry web site Worldeateh.com caught my eve. Writien by Jack Sterne. a lawver
tepiessatiiy cuviionmental inferests in Alaska. the letter was a response Lo an articie discussing the funding of l!\c Stellar
st don lawsuit by Groenpeace. It scemed crafted to feave the impression that going to court was a ﬁnzlpclfe! strain on the
mvolved environmental ereanizations and that the lawvers representing them were doing <o at somc significant level of

‘-ul-‘»l,uhn} BAGTHICY G5 d ])ubia\. SEIVICT,

Said Sterne in his letter. “There is no environmental group that T know ot that has “milliens of dotlars” either for legal fees
or for naving the costs of a lawenit, Those of us who work for acaprolil cnvirenmenial faw firms tvpically make nuch
fess money than we could in the private sector ( usually halt as much or more). and we do so because we believe in the
causes we represent. It kind of brings to mind the image of the down-at-the-heels. struggling vet “eommitted to the
public geod no matter what the sacrifice™ lawyers that John Grisham has tarned into [olk heroes. doosn it

Having for some time been interested in the role that “charitable” foundations plav o national and intemational fisheries
arcna svthmu_g»h their shpport of varions non-govermmental ergamizations { NGO), T found Stern s tetter and the imae b
BN presenting mirisuing,

There was sumething about its tone that didn't quite ring true with my understanding of who was paving for what and
how much was being paid. in the rarefied world where many environmental ovganization folks hang out.

ice the larger foundations provide rather detailed information on their grant making activities on their e. rather than
tah g Stome’s words at face value, 1 thoughi I'd do a litile background checking myself. Sternc works for the law tirm
Trustees for Alaska. He wrote that the Earthjustice Legal Defense and his firm were co-counsels in the Stellar sea Hon
suit and that both are non-profit public interest firns with the mission of providing legal services to envinomuental eroups.
Earthjustice used 10 be the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund. On its web site. Earthjustice claims that it 1s the “non-profit
law firm for the environment.” which. for more than a quarter century. has represented “hundreds of environmental
clients. large and small. without charge.™

Mualtimillion d oltar gifts

The database on the Pew Charitable Trusts site revealed that since 1996. Pew has given Earthjustice $9.707 million. It

seesms Sterne’s understanding that no environmental group has millions of doilars for legal fees or o pay the costs of a

tawsuil 1sn "t all that accurate. And what about the “needy™ clients? Earthjustice lists a number of orgamizations as clients

that will be familiar to many in the fishing industry for their “contributions™ to the mana gement pProcess.
‘mong them are:

The Conservation Law Foundation {CLF):
The Center for Marine Conservation (CMC):
‘The World Wildlife Fund ( WWEHY:

The National Audubon Society:

The Naiurai Resources Defense Councii.

Fach of the first three have received over a million dollars from Pew since 1996. The Natural Resources Defense
“-ouncil (NRDC) has reccived over S5 million and Audubon. almost S8 million. While Sterne might be right that these
organizations don 't have millions of dollars “either for le gal fees. or for paying the costs of a lawsuit.” it sccms as if thev
do have millions of dollars. Note that these figures are for grants from the Pew Trusts. Other foundations. such as
Packard. Rockefeller. and W. Alton Jones. also support them heavily.

Wha is Pew?

A
- . - i FishNet USA is faxed once monthly lo elected and appointed officials,
As the 800-pound gorilla among sources of dol- media representatives. individuals and organizations with an interestin é
ks for coviiomicital vrganizations with an fisheries 1ssues. It you want to he removed from the distribution Iist
aceans orientation. I thought it might be educa- - please check the box on the left and fax this page back to 215-345-4869 §
tional T primarilv tocused on the Pew Trusts. - For further information call Nils Stclpe at 215 345-4790
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Un its web site. Pew 1s described as a group of seven individual charitable trusts established between 1948 and 1979 by
two sons and two daughters of Joseph N. Pew and his wife. Joseph N. Pew founded Sunoco Inc. Seven of the eleven
dircetors of the Trusts are Pews. Based in Philadelphia. PA. the trusts have approximately $4.8 billion in assets and made
crants totaling S233.6 million in 2000. Since 1995. Pew Trusts have made about S50 million in fisheries-focused wrants.

Pew Oceans Programs

The Pow ellews Program in Marine Conservation is designed to “fund innovative work in maring ccosysteins. fisherics
management. coastal conservation. and marine contamimation.” The Pew Oceans Commission. mitially co-chared by
~ew Jersey Gov.Christine Todd Whitman and ex-Congressman and Clinton aide Leon Panctta. is “an independent group
of distinguished Americans conducting a national dialogue on the pelicies needed Lo restore and protect living marine

Fosulicea,

Tis “independent group™ includes: the chairman of Sunoco Inc.: the president of the Center for Marine Conservation: a
irusice of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. which has provided grants to the Conservation Law Foundation. the Natural
Resources Defense Council. the Center for Marine Conservation. the American Oceans Campaien. and Audubon: a
Trustee of the Packard Foundation. which has provided grants to the Conservation Law Foundation. the Natural Re-
suurces Defense Council. the Center for Marine Conservation. the American Oceans Campaign. Audubon. Environ-
mental Defense. and SeaVeb: the president of

the American Sportfishing Association: the presi- |
dent of the Pnl:)g Cenier on Global Clilx)nulc N Grantig : Pur%)osr—e ) Ifinocl:u:z
hange: the president of the Center tor Marine | University of Michigan 97 98 Pew Fellows U:Lf:'oog
onservation: and a Pew Fellow: It also includes | €W England Aguanum "99. 00 Pew Fellows 22851,
two commercial fishermen. New England Aquarium 97. ‘98 Pew Fellows $3.000.000
Hew England Aguarium ‘30 10 '03 Pew Feiiows $1.563.000
Earthjustice. Sea\Veb New England Aquarium ‘01 Pew Feliows $1.500.000
While the accompanying table onlv includes :e\\: Eng:ang qua:un: :ge ?ewoﬁelfo:'i N Sgggg:ggg
granis focused on {isheries and or oceans issues. ; Q:‘; E:gi::d Agszn::; ‘93' 'go p° Feﬂo:»: $432.000
Pew also awarded Earthjustice $3.5 million last | | 5 "7 o e et $1.453.000
vear to establish a center te coerdinate public | o \~ep Bublic Education $1.600.000
cduc_atnon lxpﬁlatl\'es 1o "exﬂlax}cc wilderness pro- SeaWeb Core Eroarams $1.200.000
tection ctlorts by _thc LS conservation Earthjustice Ocean Law Project $1.475.000
commumity,”"SeaWeb s the public outreach ax;aln Earthjustice Oceen Law Project §1.233.000
of Pew’s ocean interests. According to the stic . : $269.000
SeaWeb website, “Sea\Web is a project designed :,::;m.s:; :or Global Environment Ocean ILZW Pm'ecd mmission  $3-500.000
to raise awareness of the world acean and the Tota!gl National Oceans Co $24,630,000
life within it. The vecan plays a critical role in - -

ourevervday hife and i the future of ourplanet. ™ ) ’ . _
We belicve that as more people understand this and begin to appreciaie the earth as a water planet. they will iake actions
to conserve the ocean and the web of lite 1t supports.™

. . . . ~ .—q e B . . 3% ok . ony, <51
Sca'Web has also received approximately $1.33 million dollas from the Packard Foundation. Inaddition io the 524 nuliion
lisied in the table. Pew has provided about $34 million more in fisheries/ocean focused granis donaling a total of almost
590 million to the “conservation” community since 1995.

What's Pew’s motivation?

Why has Pew spent so much on fisheries issues? What has Pew — or the public — gotten for 1ts money? And. most
importantly. what has the impact of these millions of dollars been on the fishing industry. the fisheries it depends on. and
the managcment process that’s supposcd to keep it all going?

The answers to those questions could be critical to the future of the commercial fishing industry.
While I can’t provide those answers, ] can provide enough background information to help vou
draw vour own conclusions. I"ll do that in next month’s CFN.

Expandad versions of this FishNet USA and previous NJ FishNet editions and much more
information on this subject is available on the NJ Fishing website at www.fishingnj.org
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